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BIOGRAPHY
government clients. In addition to his work with GBN, Peter is 
a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, and serves on 
the boards of the Santa Fe Institute, the Long Now Foundation, 
the World Affairs Council and Human Rights Watch (Northern 
California).

A prolific author, Peter’s book, Inevitable Surprises, offers 
a provocative look at the complex forces at play in the world 
today and their implications for business and society. His 
first book, The Art of the Long View, is considered a seminal 
publication on scenario planning and has been translated 
into multiple languages. He coauthored The Long Boom, 
a vision for the world characterized by global openness, 
prosperity, and discovery; When Good Companies Do Bad 
Things, an examination of, and argument for, corporate 
social responsibility; and China’s Futures, which describes 
very different scenarios for China and the international 
implications. He has even found an audience in Hollywood: 
Peter served as a script consultant on several films including 
The Minority Report, Deep Impact, Sneakers, and War Games.

Peter received a B.S. in aeronautical engineering and 
astronautics from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 

Peter Schwartz employs many guises in discerning the 
complex patterns and forces shaping our world—as a futurist, 
business strategist, venture capitalist, writer, and speaker. 
Asked what he does, he responds: “I see myself first and 
foremost as someone who helps organizations think deeply, 
and perhaps in unconventional ways, about the future.”

In 1987, Peter co-founded Global Business Network (GBN), 
the world’s preeminent member organization focused on 
scenario thinking and planning. Scenarios are stories that 
enable us to imagine and plan for different plausible futures, 
and they serve as powerful tools to help businesses and other 
organizations develop sustainable strategic visions. As GBN’s 
Chairman, Peter specializes in building scenarios for leading 
corporations, governments, and non-profit institutions. His 
current research and scenario work encompasses energy 
resources and the environment, technology, life sciences, 
telecommunications, media and entertainment, aerospace, 
and national security.

Peter honed his skills at the Royal Dutch/Shell Group of 
Companies in London, where he headed the scenario team 
from 1982 to 1986. Before that, he directed the Strategic 
Environment Center at SRI International. The Center 
researched the business milieu, lifestyles, and consumer 
values, and conducted scenario planning for corporate and 

BIG IDEA
Inevitable Surprises

Peter shows how the surprising changes and forces shaping the 21st 
century can be better understood, planned for, and controlled. He 
explores the big geopolitical and geoeconomic pressure points in 
Europe, the Middle East and Asia, the outlook for continued faith-
based conflicts, the promise of regenerative medicine and a new 
scientific revolution, the real threat of global climate change, energy 
shortfalls and price shocks, pandemics and global health, the end of 
retirement in developed countries, and other forces at play. 

Peter Schwartz
World-Renowned Futurist and Strategist
topic: The Future
subtopics: Innovation; Technology/Media; Leadership and 
Management; Environment and Climate; Business Strategy; Life 
Science

Message from the Biological Future

Peter sends a report from the year 2050, well into what he calls the 
Biological Age. He elaborates on the major advancements in health, 
life extension, human physical and mental performance, and related 
sciences that allow him, at age 105, to boast that ‘his tennis game has 
never been better.’ While the world of 2050 is not free of many of the 
problems plaguing us in 2006, such as the effects of global warming, 
poverty and political and social divisions, human beings, on average, 
are experiencing longer, more fulfilling and wealthier lives.


