BIG IDEAS:

The Next Billion

In the next five years, a billion people will log onto the Internet for
the first time. They're from Nigeria, China, India, Brazil, and they're
building the content of the new ‘net, posting photos, videos, and
blogs. What are the opportunities and threats of this increasingly
polyglot, multicultural, global network, and how can people from
developed nations navigate this emerging new world?

The World is Talking. Who's Listening?

Citizen media is changing the world of journalism, turning the news
from a lecture into a conversation. In some nations, this conversation
is challenging government monopolies on information and creating
debates on taboo issues in the absence of a free press. With
individuals around the world raising their voices, how is mainstream
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media amplifying - or silencing - new voices? How will these voices
challenge how we think about globalization, democratization,
environmentalism and other multinational issues?

Activists as Lead Users

Lead users push tools in directions their manufacturers never
intended, finding innovative uses to solve their unique problems.
Activists are lead users in the Web 2.0 space, using tools intended
for sharing photos and organizing parties to lead street protests and
expose dictators. The tools of Web 2.0, while designed for mundane
uses, can be extremely powerful in the hands of digital activists,
especially those in environments where free speech is limited.
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